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RCDA to Partner with “Luv on a Leash” Therapy Dog Program 
** Luv on a Leash of Staten Island will work with RCDA to provide therapy and assistance 
dog services to crime victims and witnesses and to increase community awareness regarding 

animal wellness and cruelty prevention** 

STATEN ISLAND, NY – Richmond County District Attorney Michael E. McMahon today announced a new 
partnership between RCDA and Luv on a Leash, a project of the Staten Island Pride Center, to provide 
therapy/assistance dog services for crime victims and witnesses in criminal cases. Through the Pride Center’s 
“Luv on a Leash” program, registered therapy/assistance dogs will be made available to victims of crime and 
witnesses in order to comfort and help them to better cope with the emotional and physical challenges that 
can arise during the criminal justice process. The therapy/assistance dogs will also be utilized by RCDA staff 
for community and school events to help teach children and adults about animal cruelty prevention and 
reporting in addition to other educational and safety initiatives. 

“Victims of crime are often faced with a difficult and daunting experience in their search for justice, which is 
why my office has been committed to expanding the types of services available to those in need. Therapy and 
assistance dogs can be a guiding light and provide a ‘helping paw’ for crime victims to find the strength and 
courage to move forward in a case, making it easier for my office to prosecute those who caused them harm,” 
said District Attorney Michael E. McMahon. “Luv on a Leash is a terrific program, with dedicated 
volunteers, and exceptional therapy dogs, and we are thrilled to be partnering with the Pride Center to bring 
this important resource to the people of Staten Island.” 

Carol Bullock, Executive Director of the Pride Center of Staten Island, said, “Luv on a Leash is proud to 
join the Richmond County District Attorney's Office in this innovative use of therapy dogs. When a furry 
friend with a wagging tail enters a room, it changes the energy, creating an air of safety and support so 
desperately needed by victims as they pass through the criminal justice system. We look forward to sharing 
the healing presence of our specially trained four-legged friends.” 

One therapy dog, named Austin, and one assistance dog, named Domino, will initially be provided to RCDA 
and will take on numerous duties to help assist RCDA, which include: providing comfort for victims and 
witnesses giving statements to ADAs and Detectives in criminal cases, with a special focus on cases 
involving children, domestic abuse victims, and victims of sex crimes; appearing in court alongside victims 
presenting testimony or making victim impact statements, and visiting the Family Justice Center on Staten 
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Island to aid survivors of domestic abuse currently being helped by staff from RCDA and the Mayor’s Office 
to Combat Domestic Violence. 

Domino is an 8-year-old Black Lab/Golden Retriever trained as an assistance dog by Canine Companions for 
Independence. In November of 2012, Domino reached the pinnacle for an assistance dog, and was matched 
with Annmarie Snow-Matera of Staten Island. The two have become an inseparable team since graduating 
from the Canine Companions for Independence program. In their spare time, Annmarie and Domino are 
regular volunteers at local schools and hospitals. Annmarie and Domino volunteer in a ‘Reading with 
Children’ program, where young students pick a favorite book to read out loud while Domino listens 
attentively. They also visit cancer patients and rehab patients. 

Austin is a 10-year-old Golden Retriever affectionately known as “Awesome Austin” around Staten Island 
University Hospital where he has been a volunteer for 4 years. A resident of Westerleigh, Austin also donates 
his time at Camp Good Grief of Staten Island, a free camp for grieving children and teens. Austin received 
his therapy dog training with Luv on a Leash Therapy Dogs of Staten Island and is registered with Pet 
Partners®, a leading, national therapy dog organization. 

Luv on a Leash Therapy Dogs, a project of the Pride Center of Staten Island, is dedicated to placing trained, 
registered therapy dog teams in meaningful programs throughout the Staten Island Community. The dogs and 
their handlers provide comfort and caring in a wide variety of settings including hospitals, extended care and 
residential facilities, schools and agencies where therapy dogs can be of benefit. Luv on a Leash has also 
been working with the Family Justice Center on Staten Island to provide therapy dogs to survivors of 
domestic abuse. Luv on a Leash Therapy Dogs is funded through the generosity of The Bruce G. Geary 
Foundation. 
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